
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 September 2012] 

 p5673f-5674a 
Mr Terry Waldron 

 [1] 

PARALYMPIC GAMES, LONDON — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ATHLETES 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.05 pm]: I stood in this place a few 
weeks ago and marvelled at the efforts of our Olympic athletes in London. Today I would like to acknowledge a 
group who inspire us through not only their sporting prowess, but also their determination to overcome 
extraordinary adversity. Of course, I am talking about our Paralympians.  
As with the Olympics, Western Australia was strongly represented at the recently completed Paralympics in 
London. Like many members present, I was amazed at the achievements of athletes from right across the globe. 
But I am here today to acknowledge the success and achievements of our home-grown talent. I take this 
opportunity to inform the house of some of the more meritorious achievements of this wonderful group of 
athletes. I start by highlighting the efforts of Katherine Downie, who won gold as a member of both the 
4 x 100 metre freestyle relay and the 4 x 100 metre medley relay teams. Katherine now stands very comfortably 
among her peers as a dual Olympic gold medallist. Our wheelchair basketballers were superb. Both the Rollers 
and the Gliders came within a whisker of bringing home gold and both teams should be proud of their efforts in 
winning silver. To Justin Eveson, Sean Norris, Brad Ness and Michael Hartnet from the Rollers, and Amber 
Merrit, Claire Nott and Sarah Vinci from the Gliders, congratulations on your wonderful efforts to bring home 
silver. I also acknowledge the feats of Nigel Barley who came away with the silver medal in the 16-kilometre 
road race, and Brad Scott for his silver and bronze medals in athletics. 
These are just a few of the examples of the fantastic achievements of our athletes over the last couple of weeks, 
but they serve to remind us that many of the things we often perceive as barriers to physical activity really are 
inconsequential. I was delighted to hear that these games are being described as the games that changed the way 
the world perceives disabled sport. That can only be a good thing. Indeed, we have been remiss here in Western 
Australia, with many disabled athletes not being able to access the existing Western Australia Institute of Sport 
facility. It is for this reason that the Liberal–National government approved funding in the last state budget for a 
state-of-the-art high-performance service centre that will cater for the needs of all athletes. This is certainly long 
overdue. We expect that by late 2014 our athletes will be preparing for Rio in this wonderful new facility. On 
behalf of the state government I would like to acknowledge and thank Steve Lawrence, Grant Boyce and the 
WAIS board and all support staff at WAIS for their tireless efforts in supporting our elite athletes. Well done 
again to our Paralympic athletes from Western Australia.  
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